0   Database creation and organization,

o   Data linkage, and

o   Forms of reporting and modes of dissemination.

Some authors make only cursory general comments like "we need more timely
dissemination of data" while other authors get very specific  Usually, authors
only refer to technology in the context of some particular substantive concern.

Data Collection Technology. The fact that NCES places heavy reliance upon mail
surveys was noted. Pliako. Ginsburg, and Chaikind suggested that greater
consideration be given to telephone surveys and to the possible use of computer
networks. The latter would be most appropriate where the number of respondents
is limited, such as the 50 states. The main reason these alternative
technologies were mentioned was to improve the timeliness of the data.

In its letter response, the National School Boards Association (NSBA) mentioned
that new electronic technologies used in the schools for management and
instruction sometimes "enhance the ability of school management to gather timely
data about the success of the schooling enterprise." Although NSBA did not
mention this as an aid .to NCES data collection efforts, it seems closely
related.

Two authors specifically mentioned the developing technology of computer
assisted student testing. Walberg drew the analogy between giving the same test
to a whole class of students to "what would be called 'batch processing1 in
industry." He noted that the computer offers the possibility of "tailored
testing" which is more efficient in terms of the amount of information which can
be collected with a limited number of items. Along these lines, Smith noted
that computer is being explored for creating "testing environments that assess
more than the basic skills" such as critical thinking and higher order thinking
skills than can be measured in multiple choice and similar formats.

Patabase Creation and Organization. Pew comments were made concerning technical
issues of database creation and organization.  (Instead, most authors focused on
database content.) However, two papers specifically suggested that NCES
consider a distributed database system. McClure and Plank suggested that NCES
consider instituting regional databases. Natriello suggested a pilot project to
develop state-level databases which could then be evaluated to "select the most
successful data base design and use it as the model for a national data base
assembled from data collected by individual states."

Data Linkage. The idea of "data linkage" is often referred to, at least
implicitly, in the papers. There are three fairly specific ways in which the
idea appears, namely:

o   The "linkage" of data collection efforts in the sense of consolidating or
reorganizing surveys;

Jts and benefits of more fully utilizing available
